I:rsey band arrives via Japan
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Thorns, Mastorming

When: 8 p.m. Friday
Where: Heavy Metal Sound, 350
Somearset 5t., North Plainfisld
How much: $15. E-mail
fwrir@rci.rutgers.edu for reserva-
tions and mone info. Or dick onto
{users starpower.net/smhdfuold/
misc_cnj.htmi)
BY LISA ROSE
STARLEDGER STAFF

They've toured Japan, South
America and Europe, but Sym-
phony X has never gigged in their
home state. Tomorrow, the Hazlel
rock act will play the first Jersey
show of thejr seven-year career.

The concert, which happens at
the Heavy Metal Sound studio in
North Plainfield, will be the band's
third performance in the United
States.

“We had interest from a Japa-
nese label long before anything
started happening here, so we de-
cided to concentrate our efforts
overseas,” sald guitarist Michael
Romeo from his home in Hazlet. "It
seems like in the States, when one
style of music explodes, it's all you
hear, ke with grunge and now rap-
metal. We're not doing either of

those, and it seems like peopls in
Europe and Japan, e, g yeeen-

tive to our style.” While Romeo dislikes the “pro-
The show relaunches the Cen- gressive” label, X's
tral New Jersey Progressive Music music is laced with key elements of
Series, a monthly concert program  the genre: angular rhythms, acro-
featuring local and global rock acts  batie instrumentals and eryptic lyr-
with avant-jazzy leanings. Created jes.
by local promoter Jim Robinson,  “We're not doing a show-offy
the seres began in 1999 at several thing," said Romeo. “There's
bars around New Brunswick. It always going to be a good melody
went on hiatus for a year 5 Robin-  or 3 good chorus or something to
son tried to locate a nonclib remember and latch onto. I don't

e want to limit ourselves to an audi-
“] wanted to have shows al 8 anee of musiclans ™

Mmmmﬂlﬂmm oy ® their latest album and first
10 pm.," said Robinson, a collec- mme%ﬂnmham,hamﬂmre-
tion management assistant at the cord, an orchestro-metal voyage to
Alexander Library on Rutgers Unl- -y, potiom of Atlantis. The tale of

versity's New Brunswick campus. . ool Jost ity is retold as an
“The crowd for these concerts is allegory for the 21st century, wamn-

between 25 and 50 years old, and

ing against technology gone awry

they have jobs to go to in the 4.0 ctedge without wisdom.
“We knew that we wanted to do
a concept record, s0 we all got to-
and talked over what that
concept should be," sald Romeo.
“Tt tumns out we'd all watched this
Lo e hnmmdmﬂﬂlglmt%
with Harley 50 We
eon Pike:logos B0 +did some research and molded a
“ do these concerts because Story from that idea We had the
I'm a fan of the bands” said Robin- story and the lyrics first and put
son, 34 "And I'm a huge fan of the music to the lyrics afterwards,

Symphony X I've gotten e-mails like we were writing a fim score.”
from people coming down from With both Eastern and Westem
New. Hampshire, Connectizut, Mir-  classical, textures, "V |15, epic Jin
ginia for the show.” feiiniad ayee  SOTY RN, Soundy featvrng yidips,

o o Ly HFLL

Robinson found his answer at
Heavy Metal Sound, a North Plain-
field video and sound studio
housed in a former motorcycle
dealership. The bands play in the

“There's s0 many different
things that each of the guys in the
band lkes that goes into our
music,” said Romeo. “1 grew up
with metal and rock and classical
Our keyboard player is a classically
trained plano pleyer. Our drummer
likes progressive jazz."

“¥.” released by California indie
Metal Blade last fall, is Symphony
X's first stateside release, but they
have a five-album back catalog on
the now-defunct Japanese label

The Japanese label, cantacted

“Tt was totally bizarre when we
went there," sald Romeo. “We'd be
seeing nice things written about us
in magazines. Qur shows would be
packed. We had no idea. It was a
pleasant surprise.”

Locked into a contract with
Zero, the band was unable to seek
a U.S. deal untl last year. When
Zero went bankrupt, the band
signed with EMI/Toshiba in Japan
and Metal Blade in America.

“It's a pretly new experience for
us to see our album in stores over
iere, " gaid RODREO 20z ainsd
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